               February 2007

Electrical Inspectors Association of Alberta
     2006 Annual Technical Conference

                           UNFINISHED BUSINESS:

Agenda Item 20AG7: Intent is to require permits for Class 2 Installations. 
ATC Decision: Delete subsection (g) from section 2, part 1 of the permit regulation and align with the CE Code. The conference voted to submit the recommendation to the PCAC for support and to the ETC for action. The recommendation is to delete subsection (g) from section 2, Part 1 of the permit regulation and align with the CE Code.  Carried (1 opposed)

PCAC Decision: Support for proposal; however ETC voting members opposed the proposal requiring further ETC review.

ETC Decision: Mr. Leduc advised the permit regulation is under review.  A 90 day review period will be available for recommendations to be submitted.  Members noted concerns, suggesting AHJ has the authority to deal with these issues, regardless of permit requirements.  Members pointed out fire hazards exist where installs do not comply with Part I and suggested main problem is insufficient understanding of class 2 circuits.  They questioned whether a permit requirement would resolve this issue, and felt there is a critical need to educate and inform the public on the need to follow appropriate installation methods.  Members noted with homeowners carrying out a very large percentage of these installations, there may be a need to discuss this issue with CSA to ensure that instructions are included with products at point of sale.  It was suggested the issue be referred to CACES to advise installers of products that require more attention, as this would establish a national solution to the issue which may also include a system wiring diagram.

R. Roulston/Wayne Duffield moved to refer the issue of class 2 circuits to CACES for review.  Carried.  

February 10, 2001: The conference expressed concern the ETC reference of issue to CACES missed the concern of the original submission supported by the 2000 ATC and the 2000 PCAC.  The meetings supported changes to a made in Alberta regulation,  specifically, removal of subsection (g) from section 2, part 1 of the permit regulation.  A motion from the floor directed the Chair to write a letter to the Minister outlining concerns and requesting completion of the permit regulation revision.  (see attached letter)









September 14, 2001:  Minister's letter of response to concerns attached.  

February 8, 2002: It was agreed this item should remain open for review and action until the proposed permit regulation is available for comment.  Additional concerns were raised regarding the Master Electrician Certification program.  Electrical Safety Codes Officers are reminded to obtain a copy of the draft and submit their concerns on this important document.

2002 ATC agreed item to carry forward as unfinished business.



October 28, 2002:  Refer agenda item to 2003 ATC for review.
Certification and Permit Reg. 168/2002 into force November 1, 2002.  No change with concern regarding extra low voltage class 2 circuits.  Part 3, Section 41 is in force continuing Master Electrician Certification.  A new initiative by Safety Services will explore changes to permit and certification requirements and will seek stakeholder input later in Spring of 2003.





 

February 7, 2003: WATCH FOR STAKEHOLDER INPUT THIS SPRING.  CARRY FORWARD

October 31, 2003:  Draft Permit Regulation has not considered acting on EIAA and Provincial Code and Advisory concerns on this matter.



(UB)

February 6, 2004:  2004 Conference directed Chair to submit letter of concern to Minister.
(UB)

October 31, 2004:  Chair will send a follow up letter to Minister after election.     (UB)

February 04, 2005  Co-chair Don Letcher is to write another letter to the Minister. Carry Forward. (UB)

October 31, 2005:  Co-chair has delayed letter awaiting ECAA review results. 


(UB)

February 3, 2006:  See new permit regulation



    
(Carry Forward)

October 31, 2006;  See new Permit Regulation.   



(review 2007 EIAA Conference)

February  9, 2007: Closed pending new permit regulation

Agenda Item 2001AG3:
 Mike Gardiner-CSA Meeting Feb 14 & 15, 2005. All Alberta Amendments have been put forward to include in CSA Standards. In meantime can we get from the ECUC an interpretation that the intent of this rule to allow Utilities to put their own communication terminals in subsurface chambers.

Rescind "amendment (11), add clause 5.7.3.5 in ECUC Section 12, underground systems.
Discussion:  Garth Ryland, Chair of the AECUC Technical Committee stated the recommendation is agreed to by the Technical Committee.  It is the intent to allow utilities to put their own communication terminals in subsurface chambers. 

Decision:  The 2001 Annual Technical Conference will carry this item forward until notice of change is published in a Standata.

September 14, 2001: M. Gardner, Utility Coordinator, to provide status report for 2002 Conference.
         

 February 8, 2002: Item is considered closed. (Will carry as unfinished business awaiting publication of 2002 AECUC.)
 

October 28, 2002: Refer to 2003 ATC for discussion.  The amendment was not rescinded in the 2002 edition and is now numbered as " amendment 13?" 



February 7, 2003:  Mr. Garth Ryland reported a committee is looking at issue.  The ATC was assured in 2001 the change would go ahead.  It did not appear in the 2000 Utility Code?




October 31, 2003:  Review at 2004 ATC. No further action by Utility Committees to report.
(UB)

February 6, 2004:  M. Gardner, Electric Utility Coordinator assured the 2004 conference the concern is on the agenda of the next Utility Technical Committee meeting and the results will be forwarded to the conference Chair. 

(UB)

October 31, 2004:  M. Gardner contacted and reported the following:   

"I have gone back in my note's and I feel safe in saying that when this amendment was researched by Wilf Bear at Epcor he reported back to the Utility Technical Sub-committee, that the utilities that had underground network systems, felt this amendment could be deleted. A proposal to delete this ECUC section 12 amendment will be brought forward at the next ECUC code review." 
(UB)                            
February 04, 2005 We can go with the CSA Standard until it is published by the ECUC and the new Utility Code.

February 9, 2007 - Closed-





(UB)

____________________________________________________________________________________________
Agenda Item 2003agSectO-ScopeM: 
Street Lighting Standata-Rene Leduc-Part 1 & 

Part 3 Steering Committee is to meet. Proposal is that over 750 volts and 25 kv indoors 

are to be under Part 3 and under 750 volts to be under Part 1.

Decision: The Conference voted on a motion "The Electrical Technical Council develop a regulation that provides safe installation guidelines for street lighting and similar types of installations on public and private property in the Province of Alberta."  (Carried with no recorded opposing votes)

The Chairman was asked to record in the minutes the lack of support in the room for the Standata as written, and the Conference position is the Standata should not be published at this time.  More work is required on the issue.  
October 31, 2003:  Part 1 interpretation in conflict with Standata advisory?  Refer to 

2004 ATC.   









(UB)

February 6, 2004:  Technical Administrator offered the subcommittee decision is 

Under review at CACES.  No response from Part III inquiry at this time.  2004

Conference agreed to carry forward.                 




(UB)

October 31, 2004: The Part I Committee upheld the Sub-committee decision at June meeting.  Part III has not provided a response at this time.



 (UB)

February 04, 2005 Still at CSA, Part III. Carry Forward
   

  (UB)

October 31, 2005:  Review activity at 2006 conference.  
(UB)  

February 3, 2006: See appendix I, Scope, page 508, 2006 CE Code for Part I response to question 

of jurisdiction submission.  ACEC to review existing Standata information.




(UB)

October 31, 2006:  It is reported the ETC intent is to uphold the Standata interpretation until further study at the national level is complete.  Review status of agenda item at 2007 EIAA Conference.  


(UB)

February  9, 2007: See STANDATA CEC – 0  – ITEM CLOSED

Agenda Item 2004agSection 0M: 
What constitutes an electrical room or an electrical vault?
October 31, 2004:  Item forwarded to 2004 PCAC meeting and CEC Committee to review need for Part I submission and advise ETC.  (Scheduled for November 2004 CEC meeting.)  


(UB)

February 04, 2005 Still at the CEC.  Jack Robinson had sent information from a Building Code perspective that there is a definition for a service room.

Don Letcher and Art Leverington are to comprise a letter and forward to CSA.

Carry Forward








(UB)


October 31, 2005:  Submission sent to CSA.  Subject number 3247. 


(UB) 

February 3, 2006:  Subject 3247 at CSA 






(UB)

October 31, 2006:  Subject 3247 at CSA Part I.  
February  9, 2007: CARRIED FORWARD still at part 1
Agenda Item 2004ag12-2210M: Derating of cables in cable tray.

October 31, 2004:  Forwarded submission to Part I April 2004.  No response to date.  

February 04, 2005 Carry forward






(UB)

04 March 2005 CSA sent this out to the subcommittee, under File 3174 for a vote.

All members voted in favour of the submission.

October 31, 2005:  Part I meeting sent subject 3174 back to S/C.  Review at 2006 Conference. 
(UB)

February 3, 2006:  No further information.






(UB)

October 31, 2006:  Submission to Part I was defeated.  
February  9, 2007: ITEM DEFEATED – ITEM CLOSED

Agenda Item ag14-104M: 
Rating of Overcurrent Devices: Table 13. Why was the allowable overcurrent rating reduced to 45 amperes for a conductor rated 41 to 45 amperes. Recommendation: Return Table 13 to the version shown in the 1994 Code.

October 31, 2004:  CEC Committee awaiting T/A referral.  See PCAC minutes.

"A discussion was held regarding the new Table 13 and the request to consider reverting to the previous Table 13. Consensus was reached that the Technical Administrator will clarify the concerns with the submitter and once clarified; this issue will be referred to the CEC Code Committee for review and to make recommendation to the Electrical Technical Council."

February 04, 2005 The Technical Administrator, Rene Leduc, is to do research of this item.

October 31, 2005:  Carry forward to 2006 Conference for R. Leduc report.  (UB)

February 3, 2006:  Research not completed.  Referred to Dan Niven.                  (UB)

October 31, 2006:  Review status at 2007 Conference.                                        (UB)

February  9, 2007: CARRIED FORWARD to ETC 
2004ag60-100M: 
Telus-Alberta Service Entrance Requirements for Residential Buildings of up to two units.

October 31, 2004:  Rene Leduc to take of concerns with Telus Diagram


February 04, 2005 There have been some changes on the Telus web site. Rene is to discuss with 
October 31,2005:  Carry forward to 2006 conference for R. Leduc report.  


(UB)

February 3, 2006:  Nothing done.  Referred to Dan Niven.




(UB)

October 31, 2006:  New Administrator has approached Telus.  
February  9, 2007:  ITEM CLOSED

2005ag2-310M:  
Exit from working space.  What is suitable means of egress?

October 31, 2005:  Request to amend sub-rule 2-310(1) by adding the following after obstructions,  "placed so as to restrict the width of a required means of egress from a floor area or part of a floor area to less than 750mm (29.5inches) unless an alternate unobstructed means of egress is provided adjacent to and plainly visible from the restricted egress."  The proposed amendment sent to the Standards Administrator March 22, 2005. 

(UB)

February 3, 2006:  Subject 3248 is at Part I.






(UB)

October 31, 2006:  Subject 3248 is at Part I.               




(UB)

February  9, 2007: SUBJECT 3248 AT PART 1

2005ag4-022M: 
 Size of Neutral Conductor. .Reinstate the interpretation published in the 1995 Electrical Bulletin.

October 31, 2005:  Subject was presented to the 2005 PCAC meeting and was referred to the Alberta CEC Committee for recommendation. The Electrical Technical Council will deal with the committee recommendation.  
(UB)
February 3, 2006:  CEC committee recommendation sent to ETC.  





(UB)

October 31, 2006:  ETC agreed to reinstate.  Standata will notify industry.  

February  9, 2007: SEE STANDATA – CEC – 4 (4-022)  ITEM CLOSED

2005ag6-302M:  
Installation of USEB 90:  "Recommendation: The portion of a USEB cable underground service installation inside a building shall be protected by a raceway".

October 31, 2005:  The recommendation was discussed at the 2005 PCAC and was supported by a majority.  The item was referred to the Alberta Code Committee for recommendation to the ETC.  The committee is seeking a CSA interpretation to assist with their decision.         





(UB)

February 3, 2006:  No change.







(UB)

October 31, 2006:  No change.  2007 EIAA Conference to review status)


(UB)  

February  9, 2007: ITEM DEFEATED AT ETC – ITEM MAY BE RESUBMITTED AS ORIGINAL INTENT WAS LOST. ITEM CLOSED.

2006agScopeM: 
 Insurance Company Jurisdiction; Committee has sent in position letter to Insurance Bureau of Canada.

October 31, 2006:  Letter to Mr. Jim Rivait June 28, 2006 requested a response in writing.  Recommend review of activity at 2007 Conference.
February  9, 2007: ITEM CLOSED – SEE DETAILS IN MINUTES OF 2007 CONFERENCE 












(UB)
2006ag2-024M:
Amend Section 2 of the Electrical Code Regulation to read; "2(1)(b), change the period to a comma and add "or" after certification body and new sub-rule 2(1)(c), inspected and accepted by a certified and designated electrical safety codes officer performing his duties in accordance with Sections 35 and 39 of the Safety Codes Act.
"

October 31, 2006:  ETC review is incomplete.  Refer to 2007 Conference.  



(UB)

February  9, 2007: ITEM STILL PENDING ETC REVIEW 

2006ag2-310M:  
Seek amendments to CE Code Part I and the Alberta Building Code to recognize the requirement for panic hardware.
October 31, 2006:  ETC review is incomplete.  Refer to 2007 Conference.  



(UB)

February  9, 2007: ITEM CLOSED -  ITEM MAY END UP AT THE BUILDING DICIPLINE FOR FURTHER DISCUSSION.

2006ag10-208(a)M:  
The 2006 EIAA Annual Technical Conference request the ETC review grounding connections for two or more buildings or structures and submit an amendment proposal to Part I, to align 10-208(a) with NEC requirements.

October 31, 2006:  ETC review is incomplete.  Refer to 2007 Conference.        



(UB)

February  9, 2007:  ITEM CLOSED
2006ag12-3034(1)M: 
(1) Enclosures for overcurrent devices, controllers, and externally operated switches shall not be used as junction boxes, troughs, or raceways for conductors feeding through to other apparatus.

October 31, 2006:  Chair forwarded to AEICTC for further discussion.  It was discussed at the meeting and sent to the Alberta CEC committee for further review.



  




(UB)

February  9, 2007: ITEM CLOSED -  SEE 12-3032 REQUIREMENTS
2006ag14-104(b)M: 
 Does the use of 5-20RA receptacles on 20 ampere protected circuits violate other rules of the CE Code, Parts I and II?

October 31, 2006:  ETC review is incomplete.  Refer to 2007 Conference.  



(UB)

February  9, 2007: ITEM CLOSED – ISSUE COVERED BY 2006 CODE CHANGES

2006ag20-100M: 
 Does rule 20-100 CEC regarding commercial garages-repair and storage include auto dealership display rooms, auto shows and similar locations?

October 31, 2006:  ETC review is incomplete.  Refer to 2007 conference.         



(UB)

February  9, 2007: ITEM AT PART 1 – CARRY FORWARD

2006ag24-000M: 
 Motion:  It is recommended a Standata be issued to bring to the attention of industry and clarify the changes to Section 24 in regard to wiring of health care facilities located outside of hospitals.

October 31, 2006:  Referred to AEICTC meeting for further discussion.  The AEICTC meeting discussed the issue and it was sent to the Alberta CEC committee for review.







(UB)

February  9, 2007: ITEM  UNDER REVIEW AT ETC  – CARRY FORWARD

2006ag26-722M: 
 "The Administrator for the Electrical discipline develop a Province wide variance to allow sump pumps in bedrooms to be supplied from a single receptacle, identified for sump pump use only, and connected to a general purpose overcurrent protective device.

October 31, 2006:  ETC review is incomplete.  Refer to 2007 conference.  



(UB)

February  9, 2007:  UNRESOLVED AT ETC – CARRY FORWARD

2006ag60-108:  
Motion: Submit this item to the ETC requesting guidelines to deal with communication permits, permit eligibility, inspection requirements and other issues related to Section 60 to provide a basis for uniform application and enforcement across the Province of Alberta.

October 31, 2006:  ETC review is incomplete.  Refer to 2007 conference.  



(UB)

February  9, 2007: CLOSED - awaiting new permit regulation

2006agSafetyM:  
Rule 76-016 2006 CE Code, Part I.  Does the rule apply to receptacles in a house under construction?  The conference agreed to call the rule unless a Standata item provides other guidelines.

October 31, 2006:  ETC review is incomplete.  Refer to 2007 conference.  



(UB)

February  9, 2007: UNRESOLVED – TAKEN TO ETC
Abbreviations:

ATC

EIAA Annual Technical Conference

CEC

Canadian Electrical Code Part I

ACEC

Alberta Code Committee

ETC/SCC
Alberta Electrical Technical Council/Safety Code Council

AHJ

Authority having jurisdiction

EIAA

Electrical Inspectors Association of Alberta

TA

Technical Administrator (Province of Alberta)

AECUC
Alberta Electrical & Communication Utility Code (Committee) 

O&GC

Alberta Oil & Gas Code (Committee)

(UB)

Unfinished Business

(CO)

Certification Organizations

(AECD)
Advanced Education and Career Development

(ABOA)
Alberta Building Officials Organization)

(Standata)
Alberta Municipal Affairs/Safety Code Council Electrical Information publication

S/C

Subcommittee

(AEICTC)
Alberta Electrical Industry Codes and Technical Conference (formerly PCAC)
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